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1. Official Designations:  

a. Federal Interagency Committee on Invasive Terrestrial Animals and Pathogens (ITAP), hereinafter referred to as “the Committee.”

b. Signatories (Agencies and Departments) of the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) hereinafter referred to as “the Parties.”

c. Representatives of the Parties on the Committee hereinafter referred to as “the Members.”

2. Establishment:  The Committee is established by an MOU under the official designation, “Federal Interagency Committee on Invasive Terrestrial Animals and Pathogens.” 

3.
Purpose:  The Committee provides an interagency forum to support technical coordination and cooperation on problems associated with invasive invertebrates, vertebrates, and plant and animal pathogens in terrestrial ecosystems.  The focus will be on invasive terrestrial vertebrates (including amphibians), invasive pests of human habitations, and invasive pests and diseases of crops (including nursery/horticultural), domestic animals, wildlife, and trees, in agricultural, forest, rangeland, grassland, and other terrestrial ecosystems.  The Committee will exclude invasive plants (weeds) and aquatic organisms.
4.
Responsibilities:  The Committee is responsible for facilitating development of effective and timely Federal responses to the invasive organisms specified above and making recommendations to the leadership of Federal departments and agencies on research and development, technology transfer, and management actions related to Executive Order 13112 on Invasive Species.  The Committee does not have the authority or responsibility for formulation of agency or department policies, budgets, or regulations.  Specific responsibilities of the Committee are to:

a.
Provide a forum for providing scientific and technical perspectives for strategies and policies among Parties; 

b.
Share scientific and technical expertise related to invasive invertebrates, vertebrates, and plant and animal pathogens in terrestrial ecosystems, and facilitate scientific and technical cooperation among Parties, other Federal agencies, and non-Federal and international stakeholders; 

c.
Provide technical information and input in support of the National Invasive Species Management Plan and related activities as appropriate; 

d.
Advise the Parties and other Federal agencies of potential biological threats to natural and agricultural resources; 

e.
Assure that Parties are kept informed of, and their concerns are reflected in, the Committee’s plans, recommendations, and proposals for research, education, and implementation of activities to prevent, detect, assess, monitor, contain, and control or eradicate invasive species, and to reduce environmental and economic threats and threats to human health from invasive species; 

f.
Plan and coordinate the Committee’s activities with relevant bodies established by the National Invasive Species Council and its Invasive Species Advisory Committee to facilitate implementation of Executive Order 13112 and the National Invasive Species Management Plan; 

g.
Plan and coordinate activities, as appropriate, with other technical groups such as the Federal Interagency Committee for the Management of Noxious and Exotic Weeds and the Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force;  

h.
Facilitate appropriate review by outside specialists to ensure the quality of the Committee’s scientific and technical publications.

5.
Duration:  The Committee is expected to remain a permanent Federal committee.  Its continued functioning is, however, subject to renewal of the establishing MOU every five years. 
6.
Reporting:  Committee reports, issued by its Co-Chairs to the Parties and the National Invasive Species Council, will include minutes of Committee meetings, studies, technical reports, other documents, and an annual report summarizing the Committee’s activities, accomplishments, and work products during the year, and proposed future activities, milestones, and deliverables.  Each Member is responsible for ensuring that his/her agency head and other appropriate officials within the agency or department are kept informed of the Committee’s activities relating to the agency’s missions and programs. 
7. Support Services:  The Parties will provide administrative support for Task Force activities. 

8.
Estimated Annual Operating Costs:  Operating costs of the Committee are estimated to include the staff time and travel of the Co-Chairs, secretary, Members, and other participants in Committee activities, and other costs incidental to information sharing and reporting.  
9.
Meetings:  The Committee will meet at the call of the Co-Chairs at least once a year.    Additional meetings may be scheduled as agreed to by the Committee, and may include meetings at field locations.  The Co-Chairs will approve the agendas for Committee meetings.  Subcommittee Chairs will schedule Subcommittee meetings as they deem necessary and will approve the agendas for such meetings.  Meetings of the Committee and Subcommittees will be by invitation-only to non-Members.  

A majority of the Members will constitute a quorum for the transaction of Committee business. 


Approved minutes of each meeting of the Committee, as well as copies of studies and technical reports received, issued, or approved in conjunction with the activities of the Committee, will be made available by the Co-Chairs in a form the Co-Chairs determine to be appropriate. 

10.
Membership:  The Committee membership consists of the Parties to the MOU.  The Co-Chairs may invite additional agencies or departments interested in taking an active role in addressing problems associated with invasive invertebrates, vertebrates, and plant and animal pathogens in terrestrial ecosystems to be a Party to the MOU.  The Parties may designate one official to serve as their Member, who shall attend scheduled meetings and participate in other Committee activities at the Party’s expense.  Each Party will inform the Committee, in writing, of the name and position of its Member and of any changes in the same.  Membership becomes official at such time as the MOU is signed by the head of the Federal entity or a designee thereof.  
11. Ethics Responsibility of Members:  As Federal employees, Members are subject to all laws and regulations concerning conflicts of interest and other ethical matters. 

12.
Alternates:  Each Party may designate an Alternate Member to perform the duties of the Member appointed under Paragraph 10 in the event of the vacancy or other absence of the Member. 

13.
Vacancies:  Whenever a vacancy occurs among Members or Alternate Members, the relevant Party will promptly appoint an individual to fill that vacancy for the remainder of the applicable term. 

14.
Terms of Office and Removal of Members:  The Members and Alternate Members will serve at the pleasure of, and can be removed only by, their agency head. 

15.
Committee Co-Chairs:  The Committee will be co-chaired by a Member from the Department of Agriculture and a Member from the Department of the Interior.  The Co-Chairs are elected by a majority of the Members (one vote per Party) of the Committee and serve at the pleasure of their agency for a term of 2 years.  Terms of the Co-Chairs will be staggered, with an election of one Co-Chair occurring each year.  A Member may serve as a Co-Chair for a maximum of two consecutive terms.

The Co-Chairs will represent ITAP in public forums.  Other Members may represent ITAP on particular issues in public forums with the permission of both Co-Chairs.  
16.
Subcommittees and Working Groups:  The Committee may establish Subcommittees of Committee Members or other agency personnel on an ad hoc or standing basis as it deems necessary in order to determine needs for and facilitate research, technology development, database development/information exchange, risk assessments, education/outreach, international cooperation, and to address other issues as agreed to by the Committee.  Subcommittee Chairs will be elected by a majority of Subcommittee members.  Further, the Committee or its Subcommittees may establish Working Groups and appoint Working Group Chairs.  A Subcommittee or Working Group may be established by taxon, theme, or ecosystem.  Subcommittees and Working Groups will report regularly to the Committee or sponsoring Subcommittee, as appropriate, on their deliberations, including planning, coordination, facilitation, and implementation of actions that they recommend or develop.  Subcommittees may be formed or disbanded as needed by a vote of the majority of the Members.  Working Groups may be formed or disbanded, as needed, by a vote of the majority of members of the Committee or sponsoring Subcommittee.  
17.
Participation of Non-Federal Entities:  Participation in meetings and voting rights on the Committee are available only to Members.  The Committee Co-Chairs, or Subcommittee or Working Group Chair(s), may invite experts from non-Federal entities to meetings, consistent with the applicable requirements of the Federal Advisory Committee Act, to provide information, written materials, and oral presentations on technical issues of interest. 

For issues requiring extensive or sustained input from non-Federal entities, the Committee may request the Executive Director of the National Invasive Species Council to establish Subcommittees containing non-Federal members under the Invasive Species Advisory Committee, established by the Secretary of the Interior under Executive Order 13112 (Invasive Species).  Such Subcommittees may include experts from Federal, state, local, and non-governmental organizations, private corporations, academic institutions, and private individuals.  These FACA-authorized Subcommittees will be affiliated with ISAC, not ITAP.

18.
Compensation:  Members, Alternate Members, and other participants in ITAP activities will receive no additional compensation as a result of those positions.  The Parties will be responsible for the salary, travel, and other expenses of their Members and other participants in ITAP activities.  Reimbursement of travel expenses, including per diem in lieu of subsistence, for non-Federal individuals invited to participate in Committee and Subcommittee activities may be provided, subject to the discretion of the Members of the Committee and availability of funds from one or more Parties.  

19. 
Amendments:  Amendments to the Charter may be made by the concurrence of a majority of the Members.

20.  Date: ________________________________

Co-Chair Signatures:

